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i Introduction: The A2 church was built
c @l upon principles that can be practiced
e a e e el (0day in the 21" century. This first
church models for us the absolute
necessity for developing a  strong
community of people who are committed to one another, love one
another, and share their lives with one another.

I. THE Key to Reaching and Keeping the Harvest is
Koinonia

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

A. BIBLICAL FELLOWSHIP — Koinonia

1. It means a SHARING IN COMMON.
2. Fellowship is a biblical term for the IDEAL
RELATIONSHIPS among believers.

B. Koinonia facts and insights

1. Koinonia INCLUDES all believers. Close relationships
aren’t automatic but are a direct result of time, energy,
cultivation and involved risk.

2. Koinonia is the GLUE that binds, holding believers
together so that every joint can supply and every member
ministers.




Koinonia involves
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE and
ACCEPTANCE, creating a climate of
acceptance and openness

Koinonia involves TRUE HONESTY
with HUMILITY, sharing each other’s
hurts, weaknesses, personal problems,
material needs, aspirations, prayer
concerns, and victories.

Koinonia involves RESTORING fal-
len, stumbling, weak believers because
the church is devoted one to another.
When someone is overtaken in a fault,
the church restores that person.
Koinonia involves wise confession and
cleansing, removing offenses, seeking
RECONCILIATION to those who
have been offended and cleansing the
relationship.

Koinonia involves HEARTFELT
ENCOURAGEMENT and availabili-
ty. When we see a brother in need and
if we have the ability to relieve that
brother or sister, we do so.

Koinonia involves OPEN HOUSES,
HOSPITALITY, and HOUSE MIN-
ISTRY. The early church went from
house to house. Households became
the center of Christian fellowship.
Koinonia is not perfection but HU-
MILITY and TRUST are at its foun-
dation.

John 13:34 A new
commandment I give to
you, that you love one
another; as I have loved
you, that you also love one
another.

Romans 12:10 Be kindly
affectionate to one another
with brotherly love, in
honor giving preference to
one another.

1 Peter 1:22 Since you
have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of
the brethren, love one
another fervently with a
pure heart.

Galatians 6:1-2 Brethren, if
a man is overtaken in any
trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one
in a spirit of gentleness,
considering yourself lest
you also be tempted. Bear
one another’s burdens, and
so fulfill the law of Christ.

Romans 15:1 We then who
are strong ought to bear
with the scruples of the
weak, and not to please
ourselves.

Hebrews 13:16 But do not
forget to do good and to
share, for with such
sacrifices God is well
pleased.

1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to
one another without
erumbling.
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I1.

THE DESPERATE NEED FOR
CONNECTEDNESS AND COM-
MUNITY

Mother Teresa said, “Loneliness is the leprosy

of modern society. And no one wants anybody

to know that they’re a leper.”

III. KOINONIA IS THE CHURCH IN

A.

COMMUNITY

The Church is Called to Create Envi-
ronments Where Authentic COMMU-
NITY Can Take Place by BUILDING
RELATIONSHIPS, and TRANS-
FORMING Communities.

Growing The A2 Community

A2 community spirit grows when individ-
uals are BEING KNITTED, built,
framed, and joined together, resulting in

long-lasting, real friendships.

A2 community spirit grows when the
SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE becomes the
attitude in which the community meets the

needs of all.

A2 community spirit grows when people
want to SPEND TIME TOGETHER in
both spiritual and natural activities.

A2 community spirit grows when the el-
derly are cherished and
RESPECTED by the community.

A2 community spirit grows when human-
ism, selfishness, independence, and isola-
tion are treated as INTRUDING viruses.

John 13:34 A new
commandment I give to
you, that you love one
another; as I have loved
you, that you also love one
another.

Romans 12:10 Be kindly
affectionate to one another
with brotherly love, in
honor giving preference to
one another.

1 Peter 1:22 Since you
have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of
the brethren, love one
another fervently with a
pure heart.

Galatians 6:1-2 Brethren, if
a man is overtaken in any
trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one
in a spirit of gentleness,
considering yourself lest
you also be tempted. Bear
one another’s burdens, and
so fulfill the law of Christ.

Romans 15:1 We then who
are strong ought to bear
with the scruples of the
weak, and not to please
ourselves.

Hebrews 13:16 But do not
forget to do good and to
share, for with such
sacrifices God is well
pleased.

1 Peter 4:9 Be hospitable to
one another without
orumbling.




6. A2 community spirit grows when the church functions as a

FAMILY. (We are members of a spiritual family and relate to
God as our father and church members as brothers and sisters.)

. A2 community spirit grows when the church functions as a
body that WORKS TOGETHER, every member sharing and
supporting (working to recognize unity and receive one anoth-
er).

. A2 community spirit grows when there is a COMMON PUR-
POSE and a COMMON CREED, a shared understanding of
the beliefs, practices and principles that build community.

Rising from the debris of our lost value is the new
value on the individual. The “me’” generation has
given way to a “me” world. The question is how
will the church, the ultimate “we” organization,
adjust? (Lyle Schaller)

. The A2 Community Goal

Acts 2:42.46 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers.... So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with
gladness and simplicity of heart.

1. To LOVE God with all our hearts

2. To LIVE as one with our fellow believers
3. To GROW under His teaching
4. To EXPERIENCE His presence

5. To CALL all people to Christ.

IV.  KOINONIA - A PERSONAL DECISION TO
BECOME A FULLY DEVOTED FOLLOW-
ER OF CHRIST

. Personal Decision to Move from Independence to Depen-

dence to Interdependence

1. Interdependence means that I leave my isolation attitude and
lifestyle behind. Living life alone is not good or right. It
isn’t what a fully devoted follower of Christ does.

2. Interdependence means that I intentionally reach out and
make some close relationships. I overcome the fear of close
friendships and the fear of rejection.

3. Interdependence means that I leave selfishness behind. Dis-
connected people tend to be more selfish with their focus on
my life, my schedule, my needs, and my privacy.

. Personal Decisions to Do Whatever is Necessary to Become

Part of a Small Group and Begin to Develop Koinonia

1. Why? — Small Koinonia groups will allow for in-depth rela-
tionships, life changes, godly care and support, a place to
belong, be loved, and give love, serve, accountability, invit-
ing people into your life.

2. Why? — Sustained spiritual growth is incomplete attending
church services only. You need Koinonia group experience
in small groups.

3. Why? — Small groups decentralizes pastoral care and allows
us to spread out the leadership and care responsibilities to
the places where it happens best, with




